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ACTION PLAN 
for implementation of the National Qualifications Framework for 2020-2023 years (in place of the Action Plan for implementation of the National Qualifications Framework for 2016-2020, approved by CMU Decree of December 14, 2016 under No. 1077-p)

	Name of the event
	The content of the task
	Responsible for implementation
	Deadline
	Performance indicators

	Coordination of work and regulatory support for the formation and development of the National Qualifications System

	1. Creation of a legal framework for the functioning of the National Qualifications System

	Development and making appropriate changes to legislation necessary to implement the rules and regulations of the National Qualifications System and the National Qualifications Framework
	NAQ
Ministry of Economic Development
MES
joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
joint representative body of national representative trade unions at the national level (by consent)
Interested central executive bodies in the Ukrainian Professional Associations (with consent)
National Academy of Sciences (with consent)
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
	2020-2021 years
	In bearing appropriate changes and additions to legislation

	2. Defining the role and responsibilities (functions) of all parties, bodies and organizations interested in participating in the formation and development of the National Qualifications System
	2.1. Identification of the needs and capabilities (personnel, functional) of stakeholders and development of proposals to ensure their participation in the implementation of the National Qualifications Framework and the National Qualifications System








	NAC
Ministry of Economic Development
MES
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body representative national trade unions on at national level (by consent)
Interested central executive authorities
National professional association (by consent)
National Academy of Sciences (by consent)
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
	2020 year
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
	Development of proposals to ensure the participation of stakeholders in the implementation of the National Qualifications Framework and the National Qualifications System
 

	
	2.2. Assisting stakeholders in the creation of industry (professional) councils of professional qualifications by sector and / or occupational
	NAQ
Stakeholders
	Constantly
	Net of industry (professional) councils of professional qualifications

	
	2.3. Preparation of regulations and recommendations (amendments and additions to existing) for the development and adoption of occupational standards, educational standards, standards of assessment of learning outcomes, educational programs for higher and professional (vocational) education

	MES
NAQ
Ministry of Economic Development
Interested central executive authorities Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body representative national trade unions in national level (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations (by consent)
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
	2020 - 2021
	In praise of acts and recommendations for the development and approval of occupational standards, educational standards, standards for evaluating learning outcomes. Higher education programs and professional and vocational education
 

	3. Periodic review of the National Qualifications Framework in accordance with the needs of economic development, society, requirements of the pan-European qualifications frameworks
	3.1. Creation of the mechanism for periodic review of the National Qualifications Framework, updating its descriptors, levels and structure 
	NAQ
Interested central executive authorities
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body representative national trade unions in national level (by consent)
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
National Academy of Sciences (by consent)
	2020 year
	Development of proposals for a possible revision of descriptors levels of the National Qualifications Framework and its structure according to the pan-European qualifications frameworks

	Modernization of the system for forecasting the need for qualifications and the development of occupational standards

	4. Creating a system for forecasting the need for qualifications



	4.1. Modernization of tools for monitoring of the actual employment of graduates of higher and vocational education





	MES
Ministry of Economic Development
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body representative national trade unions in national level (by consent)
Interested local executive authorities
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
National Academy of Sciences (by consent)
	2020 year







	Streamlined tools for monitoring research on the real employment of graduates of higher and vocational education



	
	4.2. Elaboration of information and methodological support of stakeholders on forecasting the needs of employers, region, industry (department) in professional qualifications

	NAQ
Ministry of Economic Development
Joint representative body of the employers party at the national level (with consent)
Joint representative body of the representative all-Ukrainian trade union associations at the national level (with consent)
Interested central executive authorities
Local executive authorities
	 2020 -2021 years
	Methods and instruments for predicting the need for professional qualifications 


	5. Adaptation of the National Classification System to the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO-08)
	5.1. Development and approval of new redaction of the National Classifier of Ukraine DK 003 "Classifier of Occupations" that meets the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO-08)
	Ministry of Economic Development
NAQ (regarding the transition to professional qualifications through the National Qualifications Register)
Interested central executive authorities
Joint representative body of employers at the national level (by consent)
Joint association of employers (by consent )
Ukrainian professional associations (by consent)
International partners
	2020 - 2020 years
	Development, coordination and practical application of the new edition of the National Classifier of Ukraine "Classifier of Occupations" that meets the requirements of the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO-08)

	6. Creation of an electronic analogue of the National Classifier of Ukraine DK 003 "Classifier of Occupations"

	6.1. Since the creation of an electronic Register of Occupations
	Ministry of Economic Development
NAQ (regarding the transition to professional qualifications through the National Qualifications Register)
International partners
	2021 year
	Creation of an electronic analogue of the National Classifier of Ukraine DK 003 "Classifier of Occupations", available on-line

	7. Development / update and approval of occupational standards
	7.1. Development / revision and adoption of occupational standards, providing training for development of occupational standards
	NAQ
Interested central executive authorities
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body of national representative trade unions at the national level (by consent)
Branch (professional) councils (by consent)
Branch organizations unions of employers (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations (with consent)
Other developers of occupational standards (with consent)
	Constantly
	Development, approval and adoption of occupational standards, providing training for the development of occupational standards of professional and industry basis 

	
	
	
	
	

	
	7.2. Creation of the registry / database of occupational standards as a component of the National Qualifications Register
	NAQ
Interested central executive authorities
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations (with consent)
	2020 year
	Elaboration and functioning of the national registry/ database of occupational standards as a component of the National Qualifications Register, available online

	Development of different types of qualifications (educational standards and programs based on learning outcomes) in accordance with the National Qualifications Framework

	8. Creating and maintaining the National Qualifications Register
	8.1. Procedure development for inclusion of qualifications to the National Qualifications Register
	NAQ
	2020 year
	Elaboration and implementation of criteria and procedure for inclusion of qualifications of different types in the National Qualifications Register

	
	8.2. Preparing and conducting of approbation of the Methodic Recommendations on comparing different types of qualifications by level National Qualifications Framework
	
	2020 year

	Approved Methodological Recommendations for the comparison of qualifications at the levels of the National Qualifications Framework

	
	8.3. Creation and maintenance of the National Qualifications Register
 

	NAQ 

	Continually since 2020 year
	Creation and maintenance of the National Qualifications Register, available online

	9. Development of educational standards and programs based on competency approach / learning outcomes
	9.1. Development/ updating Methodological Recommendations for creation of higher education programs based on the competency approach/ learning outcomes
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
	2020 year
	Approval of the Methodological Recommendations for creation of higher education programs based on the competency approach / learning outcomes

	
	9.2. Development / updating of Methodological Recommendations for creation of educational standards and programs of higher, vocational training, according to the competent approach

	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Regional professional training councils

	2020 year
	Approval of the Methodological Recommendations for creation of higher education programs of higher, vocational training, according to the competent approach

	10. Development/ update and approval of higher education standards and programs

	10.1. Development/ update and approval of higher education standards and programs for all levels of higher education (levels 6-9 of the National Qualifications Framework), providing support higher education institutions during the development programs of different levels of higher education, including training their developers
	MES
LEFT
NAQ
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Interested central executive authorities
which manage institutions of higher education 
	Constantly
	Development/ update and approval of higher education standards and programs for all levels of higher education (levels 6-9 of the National Qualifications Framework)

	11. Development/ update and approval of standards and educational programs for professional (vocational) training
	11.1. Update of the list of specialties of professional (vocational) training
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Interested central executive authorities
which manage appropriate institutions of higher education
Regional professional training councils
	2020 year
	Update and approval of the list of specialties of professional (vocational) training for young specialists and skilled workers

	
	11.2. Development/ update of professional (vocational) training standards for qualifications of 5 level of the National Qualifications Framework, training their developers
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Interested central executive authorities
which manage appropriate institutions of higher education
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Branch organizations unions  of employers (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations (by consent)
Regional professional training councils
	Constantly
	Development/ update and approval of professional (vocational) training standards for qualifications of 5 level of the National Qualifications Framework

	
	11.3. Development/ revision of standards and professional (vocational) training of level 3-4 qualifications of the National Qualifications Framework, training their developers
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Branch organizations unions of employers (by consent)
Interested central executive authorities
which manage appropriate institutions of higher education
Ukrainian professional associations (by consent)
Regional professional training councils
	Constantly
	Development/ revision and approval of standards and professional (vocational) training of 3-4 levels qualifications of the National Qualifications Framework

	12. Development/  revision and approval of standards and educational programs for primary and secondary general education
	12.1. Update of standards and educational programs of primary and complete secondary education
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
	2020 -2023 years
	Approval of new state standards of primary and complete secondary education (1-3 levels of the National Qualifications Framework)

	13. Development, approval and implementation of programs for adult vocational training in working professions (based on occupational  standards)
	13.1 Development and implementation into practice of vocational training provision for modular curricula
	MES
Ministry of Economic Development
NAQ
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (with consent)
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Regional professional training councils 
	Continually since 2020 year
	Development, approval and implementation into practice of vocational training provisions for modular curricula

	14. Development of standards for qualifications by professions for which mandatory qualifications and / or certification are required by law (regulated professions)
	14.1. Development/ review and approval of occupational, educational standards and assessment standards for the qualifications of 3-8 levels of the National Qualifications Framework for regulated professions, providing support specialized professional / professional associations, particularly concerning developers training
	MES
NAQ
Interested central executive authorities
Ukrainian professional associations (by consent)
Other public associations of the same type 
Branch (professional) councils for the development of professional qualifications
Regional professional training councils
	Continually since 2020 year
	Development/ review and approval of occupational, educational standards and assessment standards for the qualifications of 3-8 levels of the National Qualifications Framework for regulated professions

	Formation of the system of vocational training results confirmation (assignment of professional qualifications)

	15. Creation of a mechanism/ methodological framework for recognition of the results of professional training and awarding of professional qualifications
	15.1. Сreation/ updating methodological support to develop criteria for evaluation of measurement tools for the recognition of professional education and awarding professional qualifications
	NAQ
Ministry of Economic Development
MES
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Joint representative body of national representative trade unions at the national level (by consent) National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
Branch (professional) councils (by consent) Ukrainian professional associations
Other public associations of the same type (by consent)

	2020 year
	Approval of methodological support to develop criteria for evaluation of measurement tools for the recognition of professional education and awarding professional qualifications

	16. Development and approval  of standards/ criteria for assessment of professional training outcomes and the awarding of professional qualifications
	16.1. Development of standards/ criteria for assessment for recognition of professional training regarding professional qualifications of 2-8 levels of the National Qualifications Framework
	Ministry of Economic Development
MES
Joint representative body of employers at on a national level
(by consent)
Branch organizations unions of employers (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations
Branch (professional) councils (by consent)
Qualification centers (by consent)
	Continually since 2020 year
	Development and approval of standards/ criteria for assessment by results of vocational training

	17. Creation and proceeding the mechanism of awarding of professional qualifications on the basis of competencies external evaluation (including confirmation of non-formal vocational training)
	17.1. Provision of the information, methodological and organizational support for the formation of the network of qualification centers by stakeholders  
	Ministry of Economic Development
MES
Joint representative body of employers at on a national level
(by consent)
Branch organizations unions of employers (by consent)
Ukrainian professional associations
Branch (professional) councils (by consent)
Qualification centers (by consent)
	Continually since 2020 year
	Net of qualification centers for awarding (assessment) professional qualifications

	
	17.2. Training and certification of persons evaluating professional training outcomes, including non-formal professional training outcomes 
	NAQ

	Continually since 2020 year
	Continuous training and certification of persons evaluating professional training outcomes are organized

	
	17.3.  Creation of the register of qualification centers and certified assessors of professional qualifications as a component of the National Qualifications Register
	NAQ

	2020 year
	Creation of register of qualification centers and certified assessors of professional qualifications, which is constantly updated

	Improvement of quality assurance processes

	18. Matching quality assurance of higher education with European recommendations and standards of higher education assurance
	18.1. Ensuring the functioning of the National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education in accordance with European recommendations and standards of higher education assurance and best international 
	National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education 
MES 
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
	Constantly
	National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education is part of the ENQA network and the EQAR

	
	18.2. Development and approval requirements for accreditation of educational programs of higher education 
	National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education 
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
	2020 year
	Approval of requirements for accreditation of educational programs of higher education that meet European recommendations and standards of higher education assurance and best international experience

	
	18.3. Organization of the internal quality assurance of higher education institutions in accordance with the requirements of educational programs of higher education
	National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education 
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
	Constantly
	Acсreditation of higher education programs in all specialties of all levels of higher education in accordance with European requirements

	19. Adjustments of the quality assurance system of professional education with European recommendations (EQAVET)
	19.1. Development/ updating of requirements  for accreditation of educational programs / professional (vocational) education
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
Regional professional training councils
	2020 year
	Requirements establishment for accreditation of educational programs / professional (vocational) education institutions that meet EQAVET and international best practice

	
	19.2. Organization of the internal quality assurance of higher education institutions in accordance with the EQAVET  requirements 
	MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
Regional professional training councils
	Since 2020 year
	Acсreditation of higher education programs in all professional (vocational) education institutions in accordance with European requirements

	20. Aligning higher and professional (vocational) education programs with the requirements of occupational standards
	20.1. Assurance of the assessment/ accreditation (certification) of higher and professional (vocational) education programs for the compliance of specialists/ workers  training with the requirements of the occupational standard
	National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education 
NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences (by consent)
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Branch (professional) councils of employers (by consent)
Branch organizations unions of employers (by consent)
Branch (professional) councils for professional qualifications development 
Professional associations (by consent)
Regional professional training councils
	Continually since 2020
	Conducting assessment (professional and public accreditation) of programs/ education institutions by independent institutions evaluation and quality assurance of higher / professional (vocational) education 

	21. Establishment of a system of quality assurance of qualification centers 
	21.1. Strengthening the capacity of qualification centers, including the training of qualification centers staff in the assessment of professional qualifications and the development of standards for evaluating learning outcomes, etc. 
	NAQ
MES
Ministry of Economic Development
Joint representative body of employers at national level (by consent)
Professional associations (by consent)
	Continually since 2020
	Assurance in accordance with the best international experience of functioning of the qualification centers

	
	21.2. Requirements development for qualification centers accreditation
	NAQ

	2020 year
	Requirements for qualification centers accreditation are approved 

	
	21.3. Conducting of external audit/ monitoring of qualification centers activities, including independent training and certification centers for regulated professions 
	NAQ

	Since 2020 year
	External audit/ monitoring of qualification centers activities, incl. for regulated professions, is carried out on a regular basis

	Improving the system informing on the status of the National Qualification System

	22. Creation of effective stakeholder awareness system on the National Qualifications System for stakeholders
	22.1. Creation of a national web portal for  disseminating information on the National Qualifications System, particularly regarding occupational standards, qualifications, jobs/ employment, education programs, the possibility of confirmation informal professional training, employment and professional/ career development of stakeholders
	NAQ

	Since 2020 year
	The national NSC website with information for different target groups is created and maintained, contains a database of qualification registers, occupational standards, accredited educational institutions, educational programs, subjects of certification of professional training, assessors of professional qualifications, etc. 

	
	22.2. Disseminating assurance of  information on the various ways of obtaining qualification, including the abilities to validate non-formal professional training 
	NAQ
MES
Ministry of Economic Development
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
Education institutions
Branch (professional) councils for professional qualifications development (with consent)
Interested public organizations (with consent)
	Since 2020 year
	Creation and distribution of relevant information materials (special brochures, social announcements), information dissemination on the official websites of NAQ, MES, Ministry of Economic Development, public and private employment centers, centers for youth employment, websites of educational institutions, information portals, means media, websites of other interested organizations 

	
	22.3. Assurance Strengthening the capacity of interested organizations in the methodological and outreach work on the National Qualifications System
	NAQ
MES
Ministry of Economic Development
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
Educational/ scientific and methodological centers (with consent)
Interested public organizations (with consent)
	2020—2023 years
	Expert advice and guidance provision for specialists in professional orientation, educational institutions, business personnel departments and other concerned institutions and organizations on the usage of occupational standards and qualifications, recognition of professional training

	
	22.4. Conducting information campaigns, seminars, round tables, conferences involving the media to raise awareness among students, researchers, teachers, parents, employers on the implementation of the National Qualifications Framework
	NAQ
MES
Ministry of Economic Development
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
Educational/ scientific and methodological centers (with consent)
Interested public organizations (with consent)
	2020—2023 years
	Regular implementation of information campaigns, seminars, round tables, conferences involving the media on issues concerning the National Qualifications System for different interested  bodies

	
	22.5. Conducting monitoring of the effectiveness of informing/ raising awareness about NQS

	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
Other stakeholders
(with consent)
	2020—2023 years
	Regular monitoring of the effectiveness of informing/ raising awareness about NQS

	Ensuring international recognition of the National Qualifications Framework and national qualifications 

	23. Alignment of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning
	23.1. Conducting an analysis of the compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education  
	2020 year
	Prepared analytical report on compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework for lifelong learning

	
	23.2. Development and measures to ensure compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework lifelong learning 
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020-2023 years
	Development and implementation of the action plan to ensure compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework lifelong learning

	
	23.3. Prepared and publicized report on self-certification of the National Qualifications Framework, involving world experts 
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020 year
	Prepared and publicized report on self-certification of the National Qualifications Framework according to the criteria of the European Qualifications Framework lifelong learning

	24. Alignment of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area
	24.1. Conducting an analysis of the compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020 year
	Prepared analytical report on compliance of the National Qualifications Framework with the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area

	
	24.2. Development and taking measures to ensure that the National Qualifications Framework meets the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020-2023 years
	Development and taking measures to ensure that the National Qualifications Framework meets the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area

	
	24.3. Preparing and publication of the report on self-certification with the assistance of international experts
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020 year
	Prepared and publicized report on self-certification of the National Qualifications Framework according to the criteria of the Qualifications Framework of the European higher education area

	25. Assurance of the official usage of information on the National Qualifications Framework in the annexes to the documents on higher and professional (vocational) education
	25.1 Updating the information about the national education system, requirements for the annexes to the documents on higher and professional (vocational) education in accordance with European recommendations
	NAQ
MES
National Academy of Pedagogical Sciences
(with consent)
National Agency for Quality Assurance of Higher Education (with consent)
	2020-2023 years
	Mentioning the information about the level of training for the National Qualifications Framework, the national education system in annexes to the documents on higher and professional (vocational) education in accordance with the format of the annex to the diploma of the European standard and documents Europass

	26. Assurance of the usage of the National Qualifications Framework as a tool for recognition of foreign professional qualifications
	26.1. Regulations and guidelines provision for usage of the National Qualifications Framework as a tool for recognition of foreign professional qualifications
	NAQ


	2020-2021 years
	Usage of the National Qualifications Framework during recognition of foreign professional qualifications in accordance with bilateral agreements with other countries on mutual recognition of qualifications, regulatory documents concerning recognition of foreign professional qualifications in Ukraine and European recommendations



