
The French National Qualifications Framework 

 The  French Register of Qualifications and website   



The National Commission for professional 
Certifications/Qualifications 

The plenary committee 

• Meets 4 times/year to issue a final registration proposal; social dialogue 
and strategic thinking 

The specialized committee 

• Meets monthly to examine registration requests and to emit registration 
proposals 

The national secretariat 

• Handles registration requests submitted at national/interregional level  

• Provides technical and administrative support services 

The network of correspondants 

• Process regional registration requests  
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The French NQF 
The general principle 

The act of certifying 
• assessing the learning outcomes of an individual with respect to a 

reference/standard: 

• the nature of learning outcomes to assess (standard) 

• the assessment methods and criteria 

• the agents/players who are competent to perform the assessment 

Certifiers/awarding bodies 
• the state (the ministries) 

• the social partners via professional branches (occupational sectors) 

• the public institutions (in their own name) 

• the private institutions (in their own name) 

• consular establishments (chambers) 

• certifying institutions that have received approval from a ministry 

3 



The French NQF  

• An individual is considered “qualified” when he/she is able to 

 

– combine and successfully use/apply the three dimensions of 
competences (knowledge, know-how and abilities) 

 

– in professional activities described in a “standard” (référentiel) 

 

– in a large professional contexts 

 

– with a level of responsibility and autonomy  previously defined. 
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The National Register for professional  Qualifications 

The registration concerns only the certification itself:  learning 
outcomes and not  training courses 

The purpose of the RNCP: 
• To provide individuals and companies with a permanently updated 

information on vocational qualifications 
• To contribute to facilitating access to employment, human 

resources management and professional mobility 
• To offer a classification of vocational qualifications by field of 

activity and by level (except the qualification certificates) 
• To register, under the so-called “by law” registration, the vocational 

qualifications issued following prior consultation between the State 
and the social partners 

• To register, under the so-called “on request” procedure, all other 
types of vocational qualifications, following a formal advice by the 
CNCP 
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The website  
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How was it established? 

• The register  was  created by law  

• The website was created under the 
responsibility of the ministry in charge of 
Employment and VET 

• -> A single technical responsibility   

• -> The involvement of stakeholders for the 
evolution  
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 

The certifications registered in the RNCP: 
– qualification indicators on the labour market 
– recognised throughout France 
– described in terms of learning outcomes 
– classified by a 5 levels grid (I, II, III, IV, V) - linked with the EFQ 

• except the qualification certificates 
– classified by activity domains (FR “code NSF”) - linked with ISCO 
– include the specific code of the Labour Agency (FR “code ROME”) 
– can be awarded after: 

• initial learning 
• continuing learning 
• through the FR “VAE” procedure (validation of formal and 

informal learning outcomes - professional and personal 
experience) 

– two types of registration: “on demand” or “by law” 
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The National Register for Professional Qualifications 
Types of certifications registered in the RNCP 

Certifications registered in the RNCP : 

• qualifications vocationally oriented - a clear direct professional aim 
• operational on the labour market 
• regulated profession are registered 

 

Three types of certifications registered in the RNCP: 

1. qualifications 

• elaborated by the ministries in consultation with the social 
partners (CPC) - including all the Higher education degrees 

• delivered by public authorities “in behalf of the State” 

• a decree/order is published 

• automatically registered (“by law”) in the RNCP 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 
Types of certifications registered in the RNCP 

First kind of qualifications 
-> delivered by training organisations (public or private), Chambers of 

commerce, industry and trade and the Ministries that do not have 
an “Industrial  advisory committee” (CPC) – e.g. Ministry of 
defence,  Ministry of the Interior; universities 

• delivered under their own responsibility 

• examined and subjected to a proposition of registration by the 
CNCP 

• a decision is made by the Minister in charge of VET and 
employment 

• a decree/order is published – Journal Officiel 

• registration “on request” in the RNCP 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 
Types of certifications registered in the RNCP 

3. Vocational qualification certificates 
 

• elaborated by the economic sectors under the responsibility of 
social partners 

• examined and subjected to a proposition of registration by the 
CNCP 

• the Minister in charge of VET and employment is bound to abide by 
this proposition 

• registration “on request” into the RNCP 
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The National Register for professional  Qualifications 
Qualifications registered “by law” 

• Vocational qualifications 

– awarded by the State 

– created after advice from advisory bodies 

– automatically registered into the RNCP 

• Ministries: Education, Agriculture, Employment, Social action, 
Youth and sports – conceived by the Industrial Advisory 
Committee (FR “CPC”) 

• Ministry of Health - conceived by the Higher Council for the 
Paramedical Professions 

• HE: the State authorizes autonomous institutions to deliver 
diplomas + retains a quality assurance role 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 
 Qualifications registered “by law” 

The procedure 

• An official text already exists 

• The certifier/ministry has access online to create/edit the 
information but not to publish it 

• Procedures of control 

• The role of the CNCP: all the « rights » on a file and only the 
CNCP can publish on the website 
– the reasons:  Very often what is proposed is in terms of training 

objectives , and a mix between activities and competences There must 
be a coherence of the repertoire in terms of writing in terms of leaning 
outcomes  
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The National Register for professional  Qualifications 
 Qualifications registered “by law” 

The procedure 

• A constant dialogue between the CNCP and the referents 
inputting the data, and /or  the ones who verify it 

• The dialog with the Labor agency/the labor market is 
encouraged (not compulsory but highly recommended)  
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The National Register for Vocational Qualifications 
Qualifications registered “on request” 

The procedure 
The criteria of registration in the RNCP are determined by law articles 

included in the Education code defined by decree 

 
• Filling a specific registration file – available online – following the 

compulsory registration criteria 

• Sending the file to a seizine authority (the CNCP, a ministry office, a region 
prefect or to a “Parity national commission for employment” for the 
vocational certificates) 

• For one of two types of initial administrative registration/reception by 
CNCP 

– national registration (national, international, interregional level) 

– regional registration (regional implanted centres) 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications  
6-step Registration Process 

6. Publication on the CNCP website - the summary file 

5. Publication of the legal text - Official Journal – not part of the  
CNCP system 
4. Minister in charge of VET & employment – official decision of 
registration 

3. The plenary committee – vote, final CNCP registration proposal 

2. The specialized committee – analysis, vote, registration proposal 

1. The national secretariat – analysis, advice, support 

1. The network of correspondents – analysis, advice, support 

0. Reception of registration demands and administrative registration 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 
Qualifications registered “on request” 

The criteria for registration - compulsory 

 

Defined professional target and identified professional needs on the labour 
market linked with the qualification (opportunity study) 

 

Professional integration for the certification holders (for three classes/years) 
and the relevance of the recruitment level as indicated in the demand (5 
levels) 

 

Description of the standard of certification – the professional target is 
privileged - the certification is based on learning outcomes 

 

Validation of prior learning (VAE) - set up as a means of access to obtaining 
the certification – the certification is awarded by VAE on request 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 
 Classification by level 

• The certifications are 
classified by: 
– the level of 

autonomy and 
responsibility 
regarding a 
profession 

– not by the length of 
studies 

 
• Work in progress for 

establishing  a new 
classification 
consistent with the 
EQF levels 

19 

EQF levels French 1969 classification 

8 I - PhD degree grade 

7 I - Master’s degree 

6 II - Bachelor’s degree 

5 III - (~ Higher technician) 

4 IV - (~ Technician) 

3 V - (~ Skilled worker) 

2 Not applicable 

1 Not applicable 



The National Register for professional Qualifications 
 Classification by field of activity 

The classification by learning fields(FR Nomenclature NSF) 
correspondence  established with the fields of the last ISCED 
version 

 
• used as a classification by field of activity 
• linked with professions and socio-professional categories: 

– disciplinary fields 
– technical and vocational fields of production 
– technical and vocational fields of services 
– personal development fields 

 

• A direct correspondence with  the International standard 
classification of occupations (ISCO) 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 

Type of registration in the RNCP: 
• initial registration 

• renewal of the registration 

 

• The CNCP type of decision/proposition of registration: 
– favorable for a duration of 1 to 5 years maximum – renewable 

– unfavorable 

– report of the examination of the certification 

– adjourned - an expertise in demanded to verify that one of the 
4 criteria is met 
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The evolution of distribution of registered 
qualifications in the RNCP 
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Awarding bodies Number of RNCP records 

Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Qualifications on request 2 391 2 862 3 247 3 921 4 294 

Qualifications by law 4 529 4 848 5 794 6 288 8 295 

Ministry of Agriculture 199 218 235 265 274 

Ministry of Social Action 15 12 12 14 14 

Ministry of Higher Education 2 809 2 966 3 793 4 208 6 119 

Ministry of National Education 674 764 746 736 668 

Ministry of Employment 386 396 409 420 428 

Ministry of Youth and Sports 149 147 150 153 160 

Ministry of Health 11 8 8 16 16 

French Engineering Degree 
Accreditation Board (CTI) 

286 337 441 476 616 

Total 6 920 7 710 9 041 10 209 12 589 



The French NQF an the CNCP website 
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Year 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 

Number of visits/hits 

CNCP website 

1 551 424 1 578 805 1 631 192 2 556 436 3 233 923 

The national RNCP 
data is available online 
on the CNCP website: 
www.cncp.gouv.fr  
 
Online since 2005 
 
The site traffic 
> 3 000 000 visits 
annually 

http://www.cncp.gouv.fr/


The French National Portal for 
professional Qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 

• An integrated system 
 
– for the general public: information, 

resources and a search engine 
 

– for all the stakeholders/certifiers: a 
personal space for online registration 
• by law and on request 

• for initial an continuing learning 
• for all types of diplomas and certificates 

  
– for the Commission members and 

personnel: a collaborative online 
workspace  

– For the team ( accreditation process: an 
integrated sytem)  
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 

• For the two types of registration: 

– by law 

– on request 

 

On the CNCP website: 

• Specific descriptive summary for the certification 

• The certificate supplement – Europass format 

• acquired competencies 

• professional activities covered 

• level 

• means of access 
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The National Register for professional Qualifications 

Online database search by several criteria: 

 

• Name of the qualification 

• Name of the institution 

• Level 

• Type of diploma 

• Key words etc. 

 

A new, more user friendly website expected end 2017 
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The links  
• Deep link betwwen each qualification and a  

«  code ROME file » ( register of the French 
national  Labour Agency ) 

• Depending on the fiches, deep link with the 
portal of universities  

• Link with the portal of validation of « VAE » 

• Links with a central organization in charge of 
funding for LLL 

• Links with LOQ in the future version  
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The issues 

• - Who are really the end users ? (links or 
conception of the initial website)  

• In France issues linked to the fact that the 
RNCP bears the NQF ( for example bachelor 
degree: from a description niversity by 
university to the description of the common 
learning outcomes  of a bachelor degree, for 
instance in law) 
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The French National Portal for 
professional Qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 
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The French National Portal for 
professional Qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 
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The French National Portal for 
professional Qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 

31 



The French National Portal for 
professional Qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 
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The French National Portal for 
professional qualifications: www.cncp.gouv.fr 

33 

 



An example of information  

• Володар цього диплома відповідає за 
реалізацію на підставі програм або 
областей управління проектами та 
ресурсами в контексті сталого управління 

• Володар цьий диплома відповідає за 
реалізацім на підставі програм або 
областей управлінні проекти тих ресурсів в 
контексті сталого управління… 
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