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[bookmark: _Toc358931292]Introduction
Working towards realizing its vision to make vocational education and training (VET) in its partner countries a driver for lifelong learning and sustainable development, contributing to competitiveness and social cohesion, European Training Foundation (ETF) is executing a project “Strategic project on VET provision: Continuing Professional Development of VET teachers and trainers”. One of the specific goals of the project is to support the continuing professional development of VET teachers and trainers (CPO) through use of virtual networking and digital and on line learning (DOL).
Professional digital learning can serve to extend the competences of teachers to make use of DOL in their teaching and also to support the development of other professional competences. Virtual networks for vocational teachers and trainers exist in different forms and can be used for sharing news, sharing and reflecting upon teaching and training practice, sharing and developing Open Education Resources (OER), networking between participants, signaling opportunities, online learning, valorization of experiences and practice and research.
Within the activities of the project, ETF supports the development of effective and sustainable virtual communities for the professional development of vocational teachers in former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia. Together with all relevant actors it will build upon current capacity and aspirations to develop, extend and enrich Web-based Platforms and Networks to support professional development for vocational teachers and trainers. 
The goal of this assignment was to:
1. Identify and engage partners, contributors, institutions and authorities in the use of virtual networks for the professional development of vocational teachers;
2. Identify Open Education Resources (OERs) and practice that can be included and shared on virtual networks or platforms;
3. Determine the scope and focus of a pilot virtual network;
4. Promote the understanding of blended learning within the three countries;
5. Identity and share international good practices in the building and operation of virtual networks;
6. Provide support to key national agencies.

[bookmark: _Toc358931293]Data Collection Methodology 
In order to realize the set goals of this assignment, the expert performed an extensive desk and online research in order to identify the key stakeholders in the field relevant for this assignment.  The gathered results were analyzed and categorized and face-to-face interviews were realized with those stakeholders that were identified as relevant actors that have current and future capacity and aspirations to use and promote the use of virtual networks and digital and on line learning (DOL) in the area of VET.  14 interviews were conducted with 18 interviewees.
The goal of each face-to-face interview was to discuss the past, current and future activities of each of the stakeholders related to the use of digital networks and online learning, if any, and analyze the awareness and the readiness to move towards the direction to use digital networks and online learning in the future. All existing digital networks were recorded and information about them is described in the tables in the next section of this report.



[bookmark: _Toc358931294]IDENTIFIED VIRTUAL NETWORKS
This section describes the identified virtual networks that were or are in use in the country. The networks listed are identified as a result of the online research and the face-to-face interviews performed by the Expert.
	Name
	Owner(s)
	Registered Users
	Character of Users: 
· Intra/Extra-Organisational;
· Elementary/Secondary/Vocational/University; 
· Teacher/Student/Trainer/Company-based trainer/Instructor
	Functionality:
(see concept image)
	Funding 
	Face to Face Networking
	Focus, e.g. subject, 
	Technology, e.g. Moodle, Facebook, etc.
	Facilitation and Moderation

	http://digitalschool.mk
	Citizen Association “Harvesting knowledge”
	2000
Students
100
Teachers
	Teachers and students from vocational schools in the cities Prilep, Bitola, Krusevo, Resen, Ohrid and Demor Hisar
	eTeacher generated-learning materials for learners: text, video, 
	European Training Foundation
	F2F Training & Mentoring
	Teaching activities in 3 (11 in the near future) high schools
	Moodle
	Mr. Goce Nedelkoski and Mr. Vlatko Butleski
High School Teachers

	Open Educational Resources Initiative

http://www.oer.mk
	Metamorphosis Foundation
	585
	Teachers, NGO’s, professors, media workers, students, researchers.
	Network, point of contact
	International Donors
	Selected OER Teachers participate in Educonference
	Primary, secondary and higher education
	Custom development platform
	Open Educational Resources Initiative

	http://www.skoool.mk
	Ministry of Education and Science
	There is no registration module, resources are available to unregistered users
	Teachers and students from primary and secondary education
	OER:
347 lessons for primary education 
57 lessons for secondary education
25 simulations for primary education
	Government and Intel Education
	No
	Primary and secondary education
	Custom development website
	Ministry of Education and Science

	http://www.e-ucebnici.mon.gov.mk
	Ministry of Education and Science
	There is no registration module, resources are available to unregistered users
	Teachers and students from primary and secondary education
	OER
92 textbooks for primary school
310 textbooks for high school (5 for general and 305 for vocational schools)
	Government
	No
	Primary and secondary education
	Custom developed website
	Ministry of Education and Science

	http://eduvideos.mon.gov.mk/
	Ministry of Education and Science
	There is no registration module, resources are available to unregistered users
	Teachers and students from primary and secondary education
	OER
30 videos for high school
1176 videos for primary school
	Government
	No
	Primary and secondary education
	Custom development website
	Ministry of Education and Science

	http://elektronskoucenje.mk/
	Association for Adult Education, Lifelong Learning Center
	15 teachers
	Adult learning teachers and students at 3 open civic universities (Ohrid, Prilep, Strumica)
	eTeacher generated-learning materials for learners: text, video.
Forums
	DVV International
	Yes, blended learning
	Adult Learning and Lifelong learning
	Moodle
	Center for Lifelong Learning at the University Goce Delchev - Shtip

	https://education.microsoft.com
	Microsoft
	157 teachers
	Teachers from primary and secondary education
	Network, repository for digital material, forums, webinars etc.
	Microsoft
	No
	Primary and secondary education
	Custom based website
	Microsoft

	https://pilmacedonia.wordpress.com/
	Microsoft
	695 teachers
	Teachers from primary and secondary education
	Information sharing
	Microsoft
	Microsoft organized events like MS Vizija
	Primary and secondary education
	Wordpress
	Microsoft

	http://courses.finki.ukim.mk
	Faculty of Computer Sciences and Information Technology
	120
Teachers
8000
Students
	Teachers and Students at the Faculty of Computer Sciences and Information Technology 
	eTeacher generated-learning materials for learners: text, video
Assessments, Assignments, Surveys, 
Forum, Information sharing
	Faculty of Computer Sciences and Information Technology
	Blended Learning
	High Education
	Moodle
	Faculty of Computer Sciences and Information Technology

	http://hipon.ivote.mk
	5 Universities from Athens, Skopje, Zagreb, Amsterdam and Nicosia
	30 
Teachers
500
Students
	Teachers and Students of Pathology across 5 universities.  Open for registration for other interested users.
	eTeacher generated-learning materials for learners: text, video, glossary, image gallery,  Forum, interactive learning material
	European Union
	Blended learning
	Pathology
	Moodle
	University of Athens

	http://www.cs.org.mk/moodle/
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia
	100 IT high school teachers
	IT high school teachers
	eTeacher generated-learning materials for learners: text, video
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia
	Annual Meetings of the Association
	IT
	Moodle
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia

	http://mendo.mk/
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia
	9915 Students from high schools
	Students from high schools
	Programming code problem solving
Networking
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia
	Annual Competitions in IT
	IT
	Custom development platform
	Association of IT Teachers in Macedonia

	http://kupikurs.mk/
	iVote
	130
	Mainly private sector: Company employees, Instructors, Teaching centers
	e-learning, courses, materials, webinars
	iVote
	Blended learning
	Business training
	Custom development platform
	iVote



The following Facebook groups have been identified for teachers:
	Name of the Facebook Group
	Members
	Administrators

	Teachers in first grade 2016/2017
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1575056969389505/
	3500
	Valentina Todorova
https://www.facebook.com/todorovav21
Mirjana Dimoska-Miki
https://www.facebook.com/mirjanamikid

	Macedonia Microsoft Teacher Expert
https://www.facebook.com/groups/521871844527912/
	562
	Darko Taleski
https://www.facebook.com/darko.taleski

	e-Accessible Education
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1429795410566636/
	2430
	Olga Samardzic Jankova
https://www.facebook.com/olga.samardzicjankova
Aleksandra S. Mitrevska
https://www.facebook.com/aleksandra.spasovska1
Marija Velinovska
https://www.facebook.com/velimarija
Margarita Gulevska
https://www.facebook.com/margarita.concita
Radmila Stojkovska Aleksova
https://www.facebook.com/radmila.aleksova
Magdalena Dimkova
https://www.facebook.com/magdalena.dimkova

	Math for primary and secondary education in R. Macedonia
https://www.facebook.com/groups/176535725796211/
	6031
	Goran Atanasov
https://www.facebook.com/goran.atanasov.581
Petar Sokoloski
https://www.facebook.com/petar.sokoloski
Jasmina Anancevska
https://www.facebook.com/jasminka.anancevska

	Teachers in combined grades
https://www.facebook.com/groups/192039674196247/
	1237
	Mito Simeonov
https://www.facebook.com/mito.simeonov

	Educators – Pedagogical Faculty in Skopje
https://www.facebook.com/groups/pedagozi/
	848
	Natasha A. Galevska
https://www.facebook.com/natasha.galevska
Ena Abjanik
https://www.facebook.com/ena.abjanic

	Association of Teachers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/142650482461718/
	4582
	Jelena Savova
https://www.facebook.com/jelena.savova

	Teachers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/258922774137424/
	2874
	Makedonka Poptodorova
https://www.facebook.com/poptodorova.makedonka
Ivanka Slavkovska
https://www.facebook.com/islavkovska

	Association of Educational Teachers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/142258909198490/
	3293
	Biljana Ugrinovska
https://www.facebook.com/biljana.ugrinoska

	Teachers in 5th grade
https://www.facebook.com/groups/716216908457997/
	1468
	Valentina Todorova
https://www.facebook.com/todorovav21

	Teachers from Strumica Region
https://www.facebook.com/groups/336433883115817/
	566
	Strumicki Prosvetari
https://www.facebook.com/strumickiprosvetari

	Biology Teachers
https://www.facebook.com/groups/213604445430654/
	390
	Pavlina Karova
https://www.facebook.com/pavlina.karova

	Teachers teaching Macedonian Language in primary school
https://www.facebook.com/groups/1574913429472049/
	225
	Natasa Pavleski
https://www.facebook.com/natasa.pavleski
Sonja Beleska
https://www.facebook.com/sonja.kicevo
Marija Lozanoska
https://www.facebook.com/mare.lozano
Daniela Grozdanoska
https://www.facebook.com/daniela.grozdanoska.58
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There are tens of others Facebook groups, mainly for specific primary and secondary schools in the country that have between 10-80 member

[bookmark: _Toc358931296]initial FINDINGS
Based on the results of the interviews and a search of related web-sources, the initial findings regarding the available online platforms are as follows: 
· Although there is a high interest in all Governmental institutions connected with the education, at the moment there is no digital virtual network for teachers in primary and secondary schools that operates on a country level.
· There are several initiatives on a country level for creation of Open Educational Resources. The impression is that the activities for creation of these OER were more intensive in the past than it is at the moment. Several portals have been created years ago, but only few of them are regularly updated and maintained.
· Most existing online communities for VET teachers are limited within the schools where they work, with one example where 11 schools in a specific region in the country cooperate;
· Most existing online communities are result of initiatives and enthusiastic work of local teachers. The acceptance of these communities by other teachers is also a result of local recognition of their enthusiastic work.
· The success and availability of the locally created online communities often relies on a large input of voluntary work that creates a serious risk for the continuous existence of these communities.
· Facebook is the most common social media used by VET teachers. The existence of tens of groups on Facebook for different purposes shows that teachers recognize the need for collaboration and communication.
· Moodle is the Learning Management System that is mostly used by those who had an initiative to create online communities. 
· There are several examples where funds from international donors are used to gather international experience in distance learning and to create virtual networks. These examples can be used in the future to identify ways to get international experience, content and technology that is not easy to find in the country.

image1.png
**

E I F Working together
Learning for life




image2.png
ET S




